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obtained permission trow an indulgent otlicial t<» gild the heard ot their great I lerculcs, inu their rejoicing was brought to a sad termination when it \vas found that a Christ tan hud eou-Irivcil to shave the impotent hern during the night. The Christi.uis gather ;i( rhrir basilica in great joy, -and Augustine laur,h% .uul jokes with them over the udvrmure, I \v fells them that at Rome the old Will-ship has been ahuhshcd, and immediately the church rings with cries of' * Let us do here what ha-, been done at Koine.1 Augustine approves and encourages their zeal,, but appeals For orderly procedure. Trust us, your pastors^ he says : you will sunn see whether we do our duty or not, The first law of" I Icworius (or Stiiicho) against tin* old religion fulls in the year j«/K, and so we are compelled to conclude that Augustine and the Carthaginian bishops started the persecution of the old religion in Africa,
The law of jQH is not extant, but the fact of its having been given is inferred from the terms of the law of ^99, which probably rejnMts its enactments. The hope uf the pagan* wa«t heavily and promptly east down. As they peered anxiously over the sea for the first heralds of the revival